THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

office, the Council set out to achieve this, because we were
convinced that it was our only way to a decent and
honourable peace.

But unfortunately our attempts to secure such a peace
were opposed by the Communists. Their subversive
attitude lasted seven days, and its ravages were so great
that the National Council of Defence could not take up
negotiations, with the ability to quote the power of
resistance of the troops and civil population. The struggle
between the Communist forces and those of the National
Council of Defence caused our effectiveness to be weak-
ened, caused sections of our front to be abandoned and
remain for several days at the mercy of the Nationalists,
and caused despair among the civil population, who,
remaining in Madrid, had to suffer from the violence of
the rebels, whom they considered responsible for what
happened and what might happen.

The difficulties of the National Council of Defence and
the problems which had arisen through our struggle with
the Communists were such that we found ourselves forced
to postpone our efforts for peace for a time. We were in a
most precarious situation as a result of the material and
moral ravages which the Communist revolt had produced.

However we did not lose time, since all the members of
the National Council of Defence were conscious of the
gravity of the situation. We unanimously believed that
peace negotiations were urgent and indispensable.
Therefore, even during the Communist revolt, we had two
meetings at which we discussed the best way to carry out
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